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CONFIDENTIAL BUJUMBURA 0338 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CASC (SMUTS, SMITH, AND HUNTER) 

SUBJECT: UPDATE FOR BURUNDI GOVT ON KIDNAP SITUATION 

1 TOOK ADVANTAGE OF PREARRANGED APPOINTMENT THIS MORNING WITH 
FONOFF DIRGEN MANGONA TO GIVE GRB SOME INDICATION OF LATEST 
DEVELOPMENTS AND TO MAKE CLEAR THAT BUJUMBURA IS HENCEFORTH 
LIKELY TO BE OUTSIDE MAINSTREAM OF EVENTS. WITH LITTLE DIG 

AT HIS REFUSAL MAY 24 TO BROADCAST APPEAL TO KIDNAPPERS, I 

TOLD HIM THAT TANZANIAN TRANSMISSION IN SWAHILI HAD BEEN IMPORTANT 

IN GETTING KIDNAPPERS TO TAKE ACTION OF RELEASING MISS SMUTS 

AND STARTING DIALOGUE. IN ANY CASE, SHE WOULD NOW BE SEEING 

TANZANIAN OFFICIALS IN DAR ES SALAAM, WHO WOULD HAVE TO MAKE 

DECISIONS ON NEXT STEPS. I WAS PURPOSELY VAGUE ON DETAILS, 

BUT DID MENTION THAT SMUTS APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN HELD BY SOME 
SORT OF SMALL GROUP ON ZAIRE SIDE OF LAKE, WHICH WAS NOW 
SEEKING MONEY, ARMS, AND RELEASE OF SOME PRISONERS IN TANZANIAN 
CUSTODY. I NOTED THAT THESE MATTERS WERE INEVITABLY SENSITIVE 
TO KINSHASA AND THAT DISCRETION WOULD BE NEEDED TO PROTECT 
LIVES AT STAKE. IN ANY CASE, BURUNDI WAS CLEARLY ON THE SIDELINES 
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MANGONA EXPRESSED GRATITUDE FOR THE INFORMATION AND SAID HE WAS 
SURE NYERERE, WHOSE WISDOM HE HAD COME SO MUCH TO ADMIRE 
WHILE GRB AMB IN DAR, WOULD MOVE SENSIBLY AND PRUDENTLY. HE 
WONDERED WHAT OUTSIDE FORCES MIGHT BE BEHIND THE KIDNAP BAND. 

I SPECULATED THAT IT MIGHT BE ONE OF YOUTHFUL GROUPS WITH 
MARXIST-! ENTNTST REVOLUTIONARY SLOGANS IN EVIDENCE ELSEWHERE 
IN WORLD. HE SAID PEKING WOULD NOT NOW SPONSOR SUCH MOVEMENT, 
BUT HE SUGGESTED NAMES OF KABILA AND SOUMIALOT AS POSSIBLY 
INVOLVED. HE THOUGHT THEY WERE LIVING IN DREAM WORLD IF THEY 
WERE TRYING TO OUST MOBUTU. HE ALSO SAID THAT ZAIRE NEED NOT 
RPT NOT BE ASHAMED OF NOT THOROUGHLY CONTROLLING WESTERN SHORE 
OF LAKE SINCE IT WAS WILDLY MOUNTAINOUS AND DENSELY FORESTED. 
EVEN THE BELGIANS HAD NOT RPT NOT HAD FULL AUTHORITY, AND, 

OF COURSE, ANY LITTLE GROUP COULD EASILY ACQUIRE SOME ARMS IN 
PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES. HE HOPED KIDNAP VICTIMS WOULD FINALLY 
BE RESCUED SAFELY. 

MARK 
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